
    
 
Hurricane Katrina, a Category 5 storm, 
landed on the Gulf Coast on August 23, 
2005. 
 
16 months later, 
Katrina’s 
devastating 
imprints remain 
visible. 
 
Some Statistics about New Orleans: 
 

 Pre-Katrina 1 year later 

Pop. 484,000 327,000 

2-Bed 
Apt 

$578/month $803/month 

Hospitals 22 7 

Public 
Schools 

117 56 

Kids in 
School 

67,922 25,000 

 

 
 
The Magnolia Project is a student, staff 
and faculty initiative committed to raise 
on-campus awareness of the injustices 
surrounding Hurricane Katrina. We seek 
to serve the disenfranchised, low-
income communities of the region by 
supporting political campaigns, 
providing mini-grants to local non-
profits, and organizing service trips. We 
are a resource for all campus members 
who feel compelled to take action. 
 
 

 
 
 
We are Berkeley students who are 
motivated by our personal, first-hand 
service experiences in the Gulf Coast to 
advocate a more comprehensive 
approach to relief work. We emphasize 
not only understanding of the 
immediate causes and consequences 
of Katrina, but also the education of its 
larger implications nationwide. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The 

M agnolia 
Project����

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

��� �
��� �
�������	
���
����
�����	������������	
���
����
�����	������������	
���
����
�����	������������	
���
����
�����	������ �� �

�����	�����

���	���
�������	��������	�����

���	���
�������	��������	�����

���	���
�������	��������	�����

���	���
�������	���
 
 
 
 

AboutAboutAboutAbout UsUsUsUs  BackgroundBackgroundBackgroundBackground 

 



    
 
The significance of Hurricane Katrina lies 
in its exposure of the incumbent social 
injustices in New Orleans. Rather than 
alleviating the disaster, the federal and 
state recovery processes only 
exacerbated it. 
 

For example, 
the federal 
government 
allocated 
$7.5 billion to 
rebuild 
Louisiana. 

However, as of December of 2006, only 
22 residents have received any actual 
funds.  
 
Keeping in mind that Katrina was a 
category 5 storm, the levees are still too 
weak to protect against a category 3 
storm. 
 
Imagine the 
severity of 
alienation  in 
the New 
Orleans 
community 
that the 
government’s 
neglect has 
created. 
 
It is clear that, even 16 months after 
Katrina struck, the people of New 
Orleans still need our help.  

    
 

“The very idea of ‘Hurricane Katrina 
Relief’ encourages the idea that the 
problem is just the damage from the 
hurricane…the status quo pre-hurricane 
was, and is, the problem. The 
inequalities and negligence and 
disinvestment that were a part of that 
status quo caused this tragedy.” 
   -Jordan Flaherty 
 
It is important to understand that 
Hurricane Katrina is a national, not 
local, disaster. It is merely a microcosm 
of the deeply embedded social 

problems 
such as 
housing, 
education 
and 
gentrification 
that exist 
nationwide. 

 
 

    
 
1. Participate in the Magnolia Project 
Summer Service Trip to New Orleans, 
May 22 – June 12. Support community 
members by: 

q  Preparing public housing units for 
returning residents 

q  Cleaning up the residential 
environment 

q  Gutting and rebuilding houses 
q  Communicating with residents 

about desired changes and 
solutions 

 
2. Support local political campaigns 
and petitions. 
 
3. Fundraise for and donate money to 
non-profits that empower local 
community members. 
 

 
 
For more information about these 
activities, or more ways to get involved, 
visit www.ocf.berkeley.edu/~magnolia  
or email magnolia.katrina@gmail.com  
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